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EVACUATION OF CHINESE NATIONALISTS FROM BURMA APPEARS DOUBTFUL 


The committee of American, Burmese, Chinese Nationalist, 
and Thai representatives meeting in Bangkok for the past three 
months has not succeeded in arranging the evacuation of any 
of the approximately 12,000 Chinese Nationalist troops in 
Burma, although a few hundred may yet be removed. 


Although the committee was successful in devising an 
evacuation plan on 21 June, implementation has been thwarted 
by the loose Nationalist control over the troops involved and 
Taipei's delaying actions, which contrast with its repeated 
assurances of cooperation. 


Taipei has not yet even approved the evacuation plan 
because it makes no provision for the disposition of 200 to 
300 Chinese civilians imprisoned by the Burmese on charges of 
collaborating withthe Nationalist forces. Although the 
Burmese claim that this issue is outside the committee's 
competence, the American embassy in Rangoon believes that they 


‘might accept a compromise on this question if convinced that 


it will lead to an over-all agreement. 


Several field commanders under General Li Mi, who is in 
Formosa but still in nominal command of the troops in Burma, 
have been in Bangkok Since June and have consistently hampered 
the committee's work by refusing to cooperate. Their actions 
reportedly caused Chiang Kai-shek personally to instruct Li Mi 
on 3 July to order his subordinates to cooperate, and re- 
sulted in the dispatch to Bangkok a few days later of Li's 
deputy in Formosa. This emissary, however, proved to have: no 
real authority and was unable to persuade the leaders at Mong 
Hsat, the Nationalist headquarters in pupme. to change their 
attitude. oe 


The next maneuver involved the recall: on 29 July of the 


ranking field commander to Taipei for consultation. He re- 


turned to Mong Hsat in early August accompanied by Shao Yu-lin, 
a.personal representative of Chiang Kai-shek, to "explain" 
the necessity for evacuation. In addition, the Nationalist 
foreign minister indicated that orders had been issued to 
evacuate 2,000 to 3,000 troops, and that Li Mi would dissolve 
the "Yunnan anti-Communist national salvation force," 
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The committee in Bangkok was informed on 20 August that 
Shao hopes to evacuate 400 troops by the end of August if 
the committee can obtain a Burmese commitment to a cease-fire, 


provide neutral guards for safety zone at Thakilek, and arrange ~ 


air transportation to Formosa (see map, p. 12). While this 
report may presage a positive achievement, the demand for a 
cease-fire is a question on which the Chinese and Burmese have 
never agreed. Moreover, Li Mi has expressed an intention ta 
retain the Mong Hsat headquarters even after the "evacuation." 
This, coupled with indications that the Nationalist forces are 
continuing to receive supplies by both air and land, strongly 
suggests that any withdrawal will be no more than a gesture 
on the part of Taipei. 


Whatever the Nationalist intentions may be, Burmese 
impatience has been mounting perceptibly. Rangoon insists that 
the removal of all of the Nationalists is the only acceptable 
solution. General Ne Win, the Burmese commander in chief, has 
stated that Burma's representatives in Bangkok will be recalled 
when the next regular session of the UN General Assembly con- 
venes on 15 September unless definite results are obtained. 


There is evidence that the Burmese are considering at 
least three future courses of action. Some reports suggest 
that Burma may request the UN to brand Formosa an aggressor 
and to unseat its delegation. 


The American army attache in Rangoon reports that the 
Burmese are building up their forces for new, large-scale 
military operations against the Chinese. He does not expect 
this campaign to begin, however, until the issue has been 
discussed in the UN. 


Finally, Burma‘’s acting foreign minister has expressed 
his doubts of the UN's ability to solve the Nationalist affair 
and indicated that he was considering the possibility of an 
agreement with Peiping under which Chinese Communist troops 
would enter Burma to assist in the elimination. of the Nationa- 
list forces. While the Burmese goverment has heretofore been 
wary of Chinese Communist involvement in the problem, such a 
step has been previously alluded to by the progovernment press 
and other officials, and cannot be dismissed as an idle threat. 
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